
 

 

 

 

The Salinas Valley Promise 2018-2019 

 

The vision of the Salinas Valley Promise is to provide critical resources for local high 

school students to enroll, persist, and complete college in order to foster a more 

vibrant, prosperous and secure community. We hope that this initial phase of Hartnell 

College’s Salinas Valley Promise program will remove financial barriers to entering 

college and provide an opportunity for everyone to complete a college degree! 

Eligibility Criteria for the Salinas Valley Promise 

If you meet the following criteria for the Salinas Valley Promise, you will receive the 

financial support necessary to cover your enrollment fees for your first year of 

enrollment at Hartnell College. 

Eligibility criteria, students must: 

1. Be a graduate (high school diploma or GED) of a high schools or Adult School 

within the Hartnell Community College District (see FAQ #3) entering college for 

the first time (as a regular college student). 

2. Have graduated with a 2.5 GPA or higher AND/OR completed all academic 

requirements for transfer admission to CSU or UC, also known as A-G 

completion. 

3. You must enroll in 12 or more units each semester. 

4. Complete and submit one of the following applications for either federal or state 

financial aid (whichever you meet the criteria for) and be sure to add Hartnell 

College to your application: 

a. The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/  

OR 

b. The California Dream Act Application 

(https://dream.csac.ca.gov/)  

5. Enroll and persist as a full-time student at Hartnell College during the Fall 2018 & 

Spring 2019 semesters (12 or more units each semester).  Follow this link to our 

Steps to Success 2.0 (https://www.hartnell.edu/steps-success-20) 

page to ensure that you are informed and prepared to enroll and be successful 

at Hartnell College. 

 

 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.hartnell.edu/steps-success-20


 

 

Steps for Applying for the Salinas Valley Promise 

1. Complete all of the Steps to Success 2.0 (https://www.hartnell.edu/steps-

success-20) and enroll at Hartnell College for 12 or more units. 

2. Complete a Salinas Valley Promise Application on Academic Works no later 

than September 28, 2018 

(https://hartnell.academicworks.com/opportunities/537).  Be sure to 

upload an official OR unofficial copy of your high school transcript.  We will not 

accept any high school diplomas.  Please note that the FAFSA application may 

take 2-4 weeks for Hartnell to receive your file, so please complete this step 

immediately.   

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Who is eligible for the Salinas Valley Promise? 

Any High School or Adult school student who has graduated with a 2.5 GPA or 

higher, and/or completed all academic requirements for transfer admission to CSU 

or UC, also known as A-G completion, and is enrolling in college for the first time as 

a full-time (12 units or more per semester) student. Students must also have applied 

for financial aid through either the FAFSA (https://fafsa.ed.gov/) or California 

Dream Act Application (https://dream.csac.ca.gov/) in order to apply for the 

Salinas Valley Promise. 

 

2. What costs are covered by the Salinas Valley Promise? 

The Salinas Valley Promise will cover your first year of enrollment fees for 12 or 

more units ($46/unit), per semester. Any fees outside of enrollment fees (books, 

supplies, transportation, living expenses, etc.) will not be included at this time. 

 

3. Which high schools are included in the Salinas Valley Promise?  All high 

schools/adult schools accredited and are within the Hartnell Community 

College District.  Click here to see the district map: 

https://www.hartnell.edu/sites/default/files/Library_Documents/governance/accredita

tion_council/trustee_areas_2011.pdf  
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Alisal High Hillsview Christian School 
North Monterey 
County High Salinas High 

Carr Lake 
Community Day King City High North Salinas High 

Salinas Community 
(MCOE) 

Central Bay High 
(Continuation) Millennium Charter High 

Notre Dame High 
School Soledad Adult 

El Puente Mission Trails ROP Palma High School Soledad High 

EPIC de Cesar 
Chavez 

Monterey County Home 
Charter 

Pinnacle Academy 
Charter - 
Independent Study 

Soledad Transition 
Center 

Everett Alvarez 
High 

Monterey County Special 
Education Pinnacles High Somavia High 

Gonzales Evening 
High Mount Toro High 

Portola-Butler 
Continuation High 

Temple Philadelphia 
Christian Academy 

Gonzales High 
North Monterey County 
Adult School 

Prunedale 
Christian Academy 

Wellington M. Smith, 
Jr. (MCOE) 

Greenfield High 

North Monterey County 
Center for Independent 
Study 

Salinas Adult 
School   

 

4. If I have any early college credit, am I eligible to apply for the Salinas 

Valley Promise Grant? 

Yes, as long as you didn’t attend any other college after you graduated from high 

school. 

 

5. If I attended Hartnell during the summer 2018 session as a first-time 

student am I eligible for the Salinas Valley Promise for the fall 2018 

semester? 

Yes, as long as you meet all of the eligibility criteria and the summer 2018 was your 

very first semester of enrollment. 

 

6. When will I know if I will receive the Salinas Valley Promise? 

All applications will be reviewed the week of October 1st and students will be notified 

by  email to your Hartnell student email account the week of October 8th. 

 

7. When and how will I receive the money for the Promise on my student 

account? 

The “Promise” will be posted to your Hartnell student account the week of October 

8th and will pay for your enrollment fees.  You will be responsible for paying the 

$10.00 student activity fee each semester.  If you apply for the Salinas Valley 

Promise award and are eligible after you have paid your enrollment fees, you will be 



 

 

eligible for a refund of your paid fees.  The refund will take 4-6 weeks to be 

processed.   

 

8. Does the Salinas Valley Promise money also cover summer school? 

No, at this time, we will not be offering the Salinas Valley Promise for the summer 

session. 

 

9. If I qualify for financial aid, can I turn down the financial aid and instead 

receive the Salinas Valley Promise Grant? 

No 

 

10. Will I be eligible if I am not a U.S. Citizen? 

 All graduates of Salinas Valley feeder High Schools are eligible to apply, regardless of 

their citizenship status. However, students on an F1 visa will not be eligible for the 

Salinas Valley Promise.  Student must meet California residency requirements. 

11. Do other scholarships and financial aid affect whether or not I receive the 

Salinas Valley Promise? 

The Salinas Valley Promise is an initiative designed to cover one year of enrollment 

fees costs for full-time students through various funding streams. If you receive a 

California Promise Fee Waiver Grant, your enrollment fees will be paid through that 

Grant.  In the event that you are not eligible for the California Promise Fee Waiver 

Grant, and you are eligible for the Salinas Valley Promise Grant, you will receive the 

Salinas Valley Promise scholarship to pay for enrollment fees. 

 

Private scholarships awarded to students outside of federal or state financial aid will 

not affect receipt of the Salinas Valley Promise unless the cost of attendance has 

been reached. 

 

12. What happens if I drop below 12 units in a semester? 

If you drop below 12 units by the Friday, September 7, 2018 or later you will forfeit 

your Salinas Valley Promise Grant for the upcoming spring 2019 semesters.  

However, your enrollment fees will still be paid for the fall 2018 semester. 

13. Can I start the Salinas Valley Promise in the Spring 2019 or Summer 2019 

semester? 

No, the Salinas Valley Promise is only available starting with the fall 2018 semester 

14. How do I enroll as a full-time student at Hartnell? 

Please follow this link to our Steps to Success 2.0 

(https://www.hartnell.edu/steps-success-20) page to ensure that you are 

informed and prepared to enroll and be successful at Hartnell College. 

https://www.hartnell.edu/steps-success-20


 

 

 

15. Who do I speak to if I have other questions? 

Please contact Hartnell College’s Foundation Office at (831) 755-6810 for additional 

information related to the Salinas Valley Promise Grant. 

Please contact the Financial Aid Office at (831) 755-6806 if you have questions 

regarding filing for financial aid. 

Please contact the Admissions & Records at (831) 755-6711 if you have questions 

regarding enrolling at Hartnell College. 

 

16. I want to support the Salinas Valley Promise fund as a donor – who do I 

speak to about making a Promise donation? 

Please contact the Hartnell College Foundation at (831) 755-6810 or visit our giving 

page (https://give.hartnell.edu/donate) and designate your gift to the Salinas 

Valley Promise if you would like to make a donation. We welcome your support for 

our students! 

 

https://give.hartnell.edu/donate

